348                            C/ESAR   IS   DEAD

invincibility was in his men and in himself, a Herculean
figure of courage and strength. I Urdus and his chief officer
were slain, and only the: approach of Octavianus with his
supports prevented Antonius from routing all the attackers.
Dccimus Brutus was hurled hack into Mutina. The lines
weie unbroken.

That night Antonius held a Council of War. He did not
know that Hirtius was dead or he would at once have assailed
the inexperienced Octavianus. Messengers had arrived,
however, with news that Ventklias with further legions of
veterans had reached Kaventia.

lie decided to march off and join Lepidtts in lower Gaul
Messengers were despatched to bid VentidJus cross the
Apennines and march across Llgtuia for the same meeting-
place.

Before dawn Antonius had marched out his own men,
He knew that time was on his side and that lih manoeuvres
would soon break down the nuiucnoal superiority of his
opponents. The legions would see the standard of Caesar
shining brighter with every day that passed*

AT Rome there were endless exclamations of joy. It was
taken for granted that Antonius was crushed and that the
revolution was ended. The Senators in their relief scoffed at
Cicero for taking things so tragically, How right they had
been to resist the tributum. Thus the victory which should
have strengthened Cicero's authority deprived him of what
grip he had had on the Senators through their fears* But he
had Ms way in one thing* At last Antonius was proscribed.
But the victory was not so definite* Dccimus had inter-
viewed Octovianus, who, aware of the insecure hold he had
on the troops, refused to pursue Antonius* Dccimus wasted
another day by going off to sec the wounded Pansa; but on
the way he received news that Pansa had died. Thus, by
the time he set out with his own troops on the chase, Antonius
had a start of two days*

ON the second day of his march Antonius reached Parma,
some thirty miles beyond Mutina. That evening he sent
his troops to storm and sack the city. Let them hearten